

	
	
	



Minutes of Elmsett Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday the 9th December 2025 at Elmsett Methodist Church.  


	12.25.00

	PRESENT:  Alan Newman in the Chair, Paul Firman, 
John Sones Fran Williams, Andrew Woodgate and Kathleen Peacock (clerk). Leigh Jamieson BDC and Robert Lindsay SCC. Four members of the public were in attendance including Pauline Scott the Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee. 


	12.25.01
	APOLOGIES: Nick Bird and Fiona Watt sent their apologies.


	12.25.02



12.25.03
	MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING: Minutes of the Council meetings held on 28 October 2025 were signed as an accurate record. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS: A declaration was received from Paul Firman for item 17.  The interest book was signed


	12.25.04






























12.25.05






12.25.06




12.25.07















12.25.08


























	COUNCIL REPORTS FROM; 

A) COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY;

· Progress with the Whatfield Road footway is being made. A reply is anticipated from the County before Christmas. 
· The Mayoral elections for Suffolk and Norfolk have been postponed by Central Government for 2 years. The postponement does not affect the devolution process. 
· The Council were reminded to take part in the devolution consultation. The options for comment include two different operational models including One Suffolk and Suffolk to the Power of Three. 
· A sewage leak has been affecting Wattisham. Testing has revealed very high ammonia levels in the local water course. Work is ongoing to fix the issue. 

B) DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LEIGH JAMIESON
· Preparations are being made for the District Councils spring budget. This will be a difficult budget due restrictions on central Government funding. Large savings will be required at District level from all departments. District services cuts are anticipated. 
· A new recycling policy comes into place next year for food waste and recycling. A new bin with a green lid will be distributed to households across the district. Collection dates will move to a three-weekly cycle for glass/cans, refuse and card/paper. Food waste will be collected on a weekly basis. See the Babergh website for more details. 


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: As all of the items were on the agenda no update other that village hall update was made.

Village Hall update – The Council was joined by the Treasurer of the Village Hall Management Committee – Pauline Scott. She gave an update on the Village Hall. Hitcham Village Hall recently were successful in obtaining a community interest grant. The Trustees of the Village Hall are in the process of applying for the same grant to install Solar Panels. 

RECESS FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Chairman asked the members of the public in attendance if they had any questions. The public asked for the minutes of the September meeting to be on the Council website as they appeared not to be accessible. ACTION KP. 


CORRESPONDENCE: 

a) City Fibre - The Chairman reported that a written request had been received from a company called City Fibre concerning the installation of super-fast broad band fibre along a route within the Village Green. They requested a wayleave from the parish council. The Chairman has forwarded the request to the Council’s legal advisor for guidance. He responded to the enquiry and has suggested the Parish Council not to approve the works and to advise City Fibre to use its statutory powers. Therefore, the Parish Council decided it will not be able to give a wayleave for the cable company. AGREED; The Chairman will write to City Fibre and advise. 
b) Mannings ditch – This was discussed as part of item 14.
c) 30mph speed limit – John Sones agreed to contact Councillor Lindsay with a reference number for speed signage repeater.
  
PLANNING;

The Council discussed the following applications.


a) DC/25/01592 Discharge of Conditions - Conditions 3 (Surface Water Drainage Scheme). Plot 6 Land At Hadleigh Road Elmsett Suffolk. Deadline 11 December. No objections were raised. 

b) DC/25/05003 Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/01345 - Condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout). The Cedars Hadleigh Road Elmsett Ipswich Suffolk IP7 6ND. Deadline 2 December. No objections were raised. 

c) DC/24/05269 Application for Outline Planning Permission (All Matters Reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 2 No detached self build dwellings. Land Adjacent To Aldham End Hadleigh Road Elmsett Ipswich Suffolk IP7 6SG. Note that the Appeal was dismissed. 

d) DC/25/04614 Full Planning Application - Proposal: Planning Application. Change of use of redundant agricultural building to workshop/store. Location: Manor Farm, Manor Road. Planning have confirmed that no additional traffic will result from this application. On this basis the Council made no objections. 


	12.25.9








12.25.10


	VILLAGE SHOP & VILLAGE HALL UPDATE; Councillor Williams reported that bookings for the Village Hall have increased following the renovation. Plans are in place to paint the kitchen and replace the kitchen flooring over the Christmas period. 

The Village shop continues to trade well. Lots of effort from volunteers to cover the Christmas period. Fund raising is going well. Tickets for the Christmas Raffle are now available.    

BUDGET 2026/27 & PRECEPTS TAXBASE £11,000 

The Council reviewed the presented figures. The properties within the Parish have increased by 5.8% (21.1 properties) making the total number of properties 383.68. The Council AGREED to set the precept for the 2026/27 year at £11,000 which is a decrease of £28.26 per household and a decrease in costs by of 2.85% from 24/25 year.
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12.25.22










12.25.23 




	CIL FUNDING SPREADSHEET

The Council reviewed the CIL reserves spreadsheet and noted that the total fund available was £133,946. 


UPDATE ON FOOTPATH BETWEEN VILLAGE GREEN AND SHRUBLANDS JUNCTION ALONG WHATFIELD ROAD
 
A new consultant for the County Council has reviewed the previous design and has found some issues. The consultant is looking into how the footpath will marry up with shrublands new access. Councillor Robert Lindsay will chase up the consultant for an update. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANISATION, CONSULTATION

Council discussed the ongoing public consultation. AGREED that each Councillor would respond to the consultation individually by end of January. 

DITCH MAINTENANCE AT THE GREEN

The Chairman has written to the owner of the pond and has received a reply. He has also contacted the new owners of Mannings.  He had not been able to contact the owners of the Old Rectory at present but all will likely work together to maintain drainage for Whatfield Road. 


SNOW CLEARING VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

A cold snap is expected after Christmas and volunteers would be helpful to assist with gritting and snow clearance. The salt bins also require checking and refilling. Councillor Paul Firman volunteered to get the bins refilled. A volunteers section is to be added to the Elmsett website. 

ADDITIONAL DOG WASTE BIN AT THE FOOTBRIDGE ON THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF DAISYFIELDS.

The Council discussed the placement of a potential new bin and the cost of installing and maintaining. The cost is approximately £80 to maintain and £170 to buy. The Council approved the costs for a new Dog waste bin to be placed by the footbridge from Hadleigh Road to the Denbury development. The whatthreewords location is required by the Public Realm team. Approval of Denbury is required before fitting takes place. 

VILLAGE HALL TOILET REFURBISHMENT, GRANT BID

The Village Hall Treasurer, Pauline Scott was in attendance at the meeting. The original quote for replacing the Village Hall toilet block was £75,000. This has now been reduced to £24,095 due to using alternative material supplies and offers from volunteers to complete some of the refurbishments. £24095 was be requested from the Parish Council’s CIL funding.   A full business case was submitted by the Village Hall and after discussion this was agreed.  The Council also approved a contingency fund of £2500 which was also in the business case. The Council voted on adoption of this plan and all AGREED. Work will begin in late Jan/early Feb.

FINANCE – ACCOUNTS DUE AND BANK RECONCILIATIONS.

a) Bank account re-activation – The Councils Nationwide account requires reactivation. ACTION KP and Fiona Watt. 
b) Expenses for Chairman were approved. This covered £82.80 spent on replacement printer ink cartridges. 
c) Quote for Ditch maintenance at the Green was approved for £150. POST MEETING NOTE – The owners of Mannings had cleared the ditch meaning the council only had to pay £25.00 to clear the pipe from Whatfield Road to the ditch
d) Churchyard maintenance-£160 invoice 0725-005. This was approved. 
e) Hitchcock invoice 329 cost £135. This was approved. 
f) Village Hall refurbishment of toilets bid for £26595 including £2500 contingency. This was approved. 
g) Andy Cole 50% of Church ground garden services - £45. This was approved. 

UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF PART OF THE DE-REGISTRATION OF VILLAGE GREEN

The current County Highways plan requires de-registering a very small sliver of the Village Green. A public consultation will be required to start off this process. The wording of the draft agreement was reviewed by the Council and agreed by all. It will be signed by the Chairman representing the Council when ready. 


SPEED WATCH SIGNS

The Police have agreed that the 30mph speed limit is enforceable.  The Council have been looking for suitable locations for the speed indicator signs. All are agreed other than Ipswich Road where two residents have objected to having the sign near their properties.  The Councillors were asked to visit the Ipswich Road area to help with the decision process and finding a solution.


AIRFIELD MEETING REPORT

The Elmsett airfield liaison group recently held their annual meeting. The Chairman, members of the local community and manager from the airfield attended the meeting. The Airfield manager reported fewer complaints about noise being made as noise abatement procedures are being more closely followed by the airfield pilots. Charles Course continues in his role as Chair of the group for 2026. Relations between the airfield and the local community have improved.


PROPOSED DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS; 

The following 2026 meeting dates were AGREED;

13 January, 
24 February, 
7 April,
12 May Annual Parish Council Meeting, 
23 June. 


The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and CLOSED OF MEETING; 8.45PM
	




	
	DATES FOR NEXT MEETINGS: TUESDAY 13 January at the Methodist Church Hall. 


Signed:-…………………………..	Dated:-..………………….
		Chairman





	
	
	



