	
	
	



Minutes of Elmsett Parish Council planning meeting held on Monday 13 October 2025 at the Elmsett Village Hall.  


	10.25.00

	PRESENT:  Alan Newman in the Chair, Paul Firman, Nick Bird, 
John Sones, Fiona Watt, Fran Williams, Andrew Woodgate and Kathleen Peacock (clerk).  Leigh Jamieson DBC. Five members of the public were in attendance including Charles Course.


	10.25.01
	APOLOGIES: Robert Lindsay SCC sent his apologies.


	10.25.02
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS: Paul Firman registered an interest in item 4b and signed the interest book.


	10.25.03



10.25.04
	RECESS FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Chairman asked the members of the public in attendance if they had any questions. All questions were related to item 4a and are covered in minute 10.25.04.

PLANNING;

A) DC/25/04224 Full Planning Application - Proposed Light Aircraft Hangar and Associated Hardstandings
Elmsett Airfield Whatfield Road Elmsett Ipswich Suffolk IP7 6LN; 

In response to the public and councillors' questions Charles Course explained that the application concerned the erection of an additional hangar to the current Elmsett airfield site. The hangar would be used for the storage of 4 light aircraft although it will have the capacity to store up to 6.  It is unlikely to be used for six due to the risk of manoeuvre related damage inside the hangar. The new plans would include 4 doors, one in each corner.  Currently there is a limit of 52 aircraft movements a week placed on Elmsett airfield. Charles confirmed there are no plans to try to increase this limit.

The Chairman had recently consulted the Council’s planning consultant. The consultant reviewed the application, and his conclusion was the main impact would be on the landscape. Charles stated the completed hangar would not significantly change the areas vistas. There are some trees and bushes screening the site from the southern side (looking across from the Kersey area).  The view from Cornhatches Lane is well screened, but some additional bunds may be visible. 

The members of the public in attendance were concerned that the new hangar would be used for military drone flights.  Charles explained the purpose of the new hanger was for storage of light aircraft only and he would be happy to accept a condition to that effect.  Drone flights is a separate activity that might be undertaken from Elmsett aifrfield within the Wattisham Military Air Traffic  Zone. Elmsett Airfield comes under Wattisham airspace control. 

For information Charles informed the meeting that he is looking to complete an agreement with a drone manufacturer who is looking to manufacture surveillance drones at Mildenhall.  

Charles confirmed that any potential drone flights would have to be operated within the current UK civil aviation rules. These rules restrict drone flights over residential areas. 

Charles anticipated that following the grant of planning permission work on the site would begin in November and would result in 6 additional heavy goods vehicle traffic movements to deliver construction materials. The construction crew will stay on site for the build stage of the project. The completed hangar should not cause any significant change to local vistas. 

The Council agreed not to object to the application for a new hangar at Elmsett airfield, subject to a condition being imposed that no drones would be stored in the new Hangar or on its aprons. 


B) DC/25/04143

Householder application - Erection of an extension.  Tuscans Hadleigh Road Elmsett Ipswich Suffolk IP7 6ND

The Council did not wish to restrict the grant of permission. 

	
10.25.05
	

	














	FINANCE – ACCOUNTS DUE:

The Council verified and approved the following invoices

	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	T Hitchcock
	Grasscutting invoice 313
	    75.00 

	
	
	

	Softcat invoice
	Microsoft 360
	    
428.30

	
	
	

	Softcat invoice
	Annual subscription
	    233.18

	
	
	




	10.25.06







	DATES FOR NEXT MEETINGS: TUESDAY 28 October & TUESDAY 9 December all at The Methodist Church Hall. 

The meeting closed at 20.00

Signed:-…………………………..	Dated:-..………………….
		Chairman



	
	
	



