	
	
	



Minutes of Elmsett Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday the 24 February 2026 at Elmsett Methodist Church.  


	02.26.00

	PRESENT:  Alan Newman in the Chair, Nick Bird Paul Firman, 
Fiona Watt, Fran Williams, Andrew Woodgate and Kathleen Peacock (clerk). Robert Lindsay SCC. 


	02.26.01
	APOLOGIES: John Sones (approved) and Leigh Jamieson BDC sent their apologies.


	02.26.02



02.26.03
	MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS: Minutes of the Council meetings held on 9 December 2025 and 13 January 2026 were signed as an accurate record. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS: No declarations of interest were reported. 


	03.26.04
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02.26.07



02.26.08


12.26.09
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02.26.12










	COUNCIL REPORTS FROM; 

A) COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY;

· Two replacement 30mph repeater signs have been ordered for Ipswich Road. The sign that was obscured by a hedge on the junction of The Street/Whatfield Road has been dealt with and is now visible. Thank you to John Gillis for cutting back the hedge.

· A New bus service will be launched on 13th April by KonnectBus between Hadleigh and Stowmarket. It will run six services every week day. Additional services will be added to the route in the summer between Whatfield to Hadleigh via Elmsett. This is to compliment services provided Hadleigh Community Transport 461 and 462. Hadleigh Community Transport will not support cross ticket transport for the new route.

· A reminder that parishes can make their own “bid on a page” online for bus services they might want here: 
https://www.suffolkonboard.com/bus-service-improvement-plan-where-should-the-money-be-spent/

· County Council Elections have been re-scheduled for May 2026. Due to the Council restructure Councillor Robert Lindsay will be unable to stand for election in Elmsett. The Parish Council expressed their regret at this developement and wished him well for the future. 

· The County Council will be raising their budget next year by the maximum 4.99%. This is to combat rising service costs. The additional funding will go towards providing SEN services across the region. Other cost raising measures include suspending pensions contributions for 12 months to raise approximately £10million.The County’s carbon reduction target for 2030 will be cut short to 2028 due to the County’s dissolution. So far an estimated 4.4million has been saved in heating and energy bills. 
· The Parish discussed the County’s wealth of potholes. Due to climate change increasing rain-fall over the winter months roads across the County are seeing an increase in the number of potholes and their severity. A recent report published in the Times rated Suffolk as red for pothole maintenance. This report has been disputed by the County as it did not take into account the additional £10million funding spent on repairs recently.

· The Whatfield footway scheme was discussed. Currently the upgrade is waiting for revised plansm then the Village Green de-registration process to complete before the project can receive sign off by the County. Councillor Robert Linsay asked to remain in the loop until the projects completion.

B) DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LEIGH JAMIESON 

Councillor Leigh Jamieson sent his apologies to the Parish Council meeting so was unable to give his usual District summary. A written report was circulated prior to the meeting for information. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

· The Parish’s Nationwide business account has received the required ID verification. 
· The Annual Parish meeting will take place on 7 April 2026 at the Methodist Hall. 
· The Parish Council voted on appointing SALC as the Council’s internal Audit provider for 2025-2026. This was unanimously agreed.
	
SPEED WATCH

Elmsett Parish now has 5 locations for speed indicator signs including Ipswich Road. Residents within the vicinity of the signs have received written notification.The County Council will be informed of the agreed locations. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Neighbourhood Watch will be holding a meeting on 10 March. Together with the Police, Trading Standards and Towan and Parish Councils to encourage safer communities and reduce Crime.

RECESS FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS

No members of the public were present.

DE-REGISTRATION OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AND NEW FOOTWAY

The Village Green footway scheme is still undergoing the design options. No progress has been made since the last meeting by SCC. 

SUCCESSION PLANNING

Regrettably three Elmsett Parish Councillors outlined their wish to resign in the next few months. Councillor Fiona Watt handed her resignation to the Chairman.

Advertising for new Councillors would take place in the next few months. Advice from Barbergh would be obtained on the next steps to ensure the Council remained quorate with plans put in place for continuity and financial stability. 

CORRESPONDENCE

a) Code of Conduct – SALC have updated their guidance document. 
b) Corn Hatches Lane – There has been some concern raised about the fibre companies work in this area. The road has been damaged due to heavy vehicles and machinery undertaking the work. The damage has been photographed and sent to the County Council. Their response is awaited. 
c) Charges for dog bin maintenance/emptying have increased slightly for 2025-2026. The Parish Council will have no choice but to cover the cost of the increase. 
d) Hedge cutting for repeater signs has been completed.
e) Elmsett School Recycling bins will all be removed except for the old clothing bin. The glass recycling point at the Rose & Crown will also be removed. This is in readiness for the roll out of the new glass/card recycling bins for all Suffolk residents in May/June 2026.

PLANNING;

The Council noted the following application;

a) DC/26/00203 Elmsett Airfield Whatfield Road, Elmsett, IP7 6LN. 

The Council had no objections to the following application;

b) DC/25/05122 Holly House, Ipswich Road, Elmsett, IP7 6NY. 


	02.26.13

















	VILLAGE SHOP & VILLAGE HALL UPDATE

Trading has been slower since Christmas which is a normal retail trend for this part of the year. The Shop has been trading for a full 12 months. The shop has proved more expensive to run than initially anticipated. This is due to the repairs, maintenance and the new refrigeration unit. Overall the public have been very supportive and positive. A new member of staff has been recruited as part of their Duke of Edinburgh award. 
The Village Hall has completed its toilet refurbishment. The change is very positive. The Ladies and Gents toilets have been completed. The Disabled toilets is due to be completed shortly. Regular Bookings are seeing an increase with Line Dancing classes being held every Tuesday evening. The whole project has had a positive impact on the village. 

The Village Hall Committee deserve a huge thank you for their continued effort and efficiency. Pauline Scott, Bob and John Gillies were commended. 


	02.26.14















































02.25.15




02.25.16
















	FINANCE – ACCOUNTS DUE AND BANK RECONCILIATIONS.

a) The Council approved donation of £100 start up costs of the for the Community Fish & Chip lunch. The Parish Council voted in favour of making the donation. 
b) The following invoices were agreed for payment;


	Company
	Description
	Invoice Number
	NET 
	VAT
	GROSS

	Coles Garden Services
	Churchyard maintenance - PC to pay 50%
	1619a
	80
	N/A
	80 (40 paid by EPC)

	Community Lunch event
	DONATION
	 N/A
	N/A
	100
	100

	Room Hire costs
	Methodist Church Hall
	N/A
	27
	N/A
	27

	Total
	 
	 
	 
	 
	167




c) The invoices received so far for the toilet refurbishment include;

	Company
	Description
	Invoice Number
	NET 
	VAT
	GROSS

	I Deacon Heating Ltd
	New Heating System
	3310
	8101
	1622
	9723

	MTY Drylining
	Elmsett & Oldham Village Hall Ceiling replacement
	1491
	2500
	500
	3000

	Reco Surfaces
	Building Supplies
	32711
	467.38
	93.48
	560.88

	Screwfix
	Building Supplies
	A24298654206
	22.44
	4.49
	26.93

	Amazon
	Toilet Roll Holders
	GB6P7D3RAEUD
	33.3
	6.65
	39.95

	Amazon
	Toilet Brush holder
	GB6OOEY7AEUD
	43.05
	9.15
	52.2

	Barton Electrical
	Ceiling Lights Install
	9141
	1845.5
	369.1
	2214.6

	HuwsGray
	Building Supplies
	SCA50874
	72.92
	14.58
	87.5

	Robert Dyas
	Air Elite Door
	1.223E+09
	NA
	NA
	113.93

	Simply Plastics
	Mirrors
	SP325150
	170.63
	34.13
	204.76

	Plumb Mate
	Plumbing supplies
	CSH004268
	12.36
	2.47
	14.83

	HuwsGray
	Decorating supplies
	SCA50763
	78.52
	15.7
	94.22

	Cut price tiles
	Tile supplies
	7676
	NA
	NA
	7.66

	Cut price tiles
	Tile supplies
	7690
	NA
	NA
	7.66

	Screwfix
	Building Supplies
	A24691645085
	39.98
	7.99
	47.97

	Genuine Centre
	Decorating supplies
	GB5005H69QQY11
	13.04
	2.61
	15.65

	Intra Orbis
	Bins
	7750
	NA
	20
	20

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Costs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	16231.7




POLICY REVIEW – GRANT POLICY

The Council agreed to adopt the SALC Grant Policy draft and adapt it for Elmsett Parish Council’s use.  


DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

7 April Annual Parish Council Meeting,
12 May Annual General Meeting


The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and CLOSED OF MEETING; 8.20PM
	




	
	Signed:-…………………………..	Dated:-..………………….
		Chairman



	
	
	



