	
	
	



Minutes of Elmsett Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday the 12th May at Elmsett Village Hall


	05.26.00

	PRESENT:  

Alan Newman in the Chair, Paul Firman, Nick Bird, David Buckingham, John Sones, Pauline Scott, Fran Williams, Kathleen Peacock (clerk). 3 members of the Public were also in attendance. Councillor Christopher Hudson dialled into the meeting for item 10b.


	05.26.01
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN:

Alan Newman nominated Paul Firman as Chairman for 2026/27. This motion was seconded by Fran Williams. All voted in favour and Paul took the hair. Paul thanked Alan for his outstanding work as a Councillor and wished him the very best for the future.

Fran Williams accepted the post of Vice Chair 
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	ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES:

a) SALC – Currently the Council have no permanent SALC representative. The role is shared among the Council. as required. It was AGREED that this arrangement should stay in place for 2026/27.
.
b) Village Shop – Fran Williams.

c) Neighbourhood Watch – John Sones.

d) Village Hall – Pauline Scott.


DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:

The Acceptance of Office forms were duly signed by Paul Firman as the new Chairman.

APOLOGIES:

None were received. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS: 

None were received.

MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 7 APRIL AND 24 FEBRUARY 2026:

Were AGREED as an accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

CASUAL VACANCY:

The Council voted unanimously to co-opt David Buckingham as Parish Councillor.  David had previously put himself forward to become a Parish Councillor.  There being no other nominations David was co-opted.  Acceptance of Office forms to be sent electronically to David for signing.

David has lived in Elmsett for 10 years. He originally comes from Norwich and has served in the British Army and worked as a Civil Engineer. He is looking forward to supporting the Elmsett community.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:

Chairman Alan Newman gave an update. The following points were noted;

Finance - the clerk is completing the end of year reports preparing for the council internal audit and for external audit.  This includes our 3 bank accounts and reconciliation.

I have met representatives of SCC Highways and our legal advisor regarding the new footway on Whatfield Road.  We seem to be making progress again as SCC are now proposing the footway on the green which provides a better overall solution.  Action is now with SCC to provide detail plans and our legal advisor will prepare the case for reregistering the sliver of Green needed to construct the footway.

At the present time no further progress has been made with our speed watch cameras scheme.

A further request relating to legal advice was made.  Paul Harris has provided excellent legal advice in the past and the Council would like to ensure this arrangement continues Alan was asked to approach Paul with the view of retaining his services


A) DISTICT COUNCILLOR REPORT:

Councillor Leigh Jaimeson was absent from the meeting. 
B) COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT :
Newly elected County Councillor Christopher Hudson dialled into the meeting to introduce himself. Christopher replaces Robert Lindsay. 
Councillor Hudson took up office on 6 May 2026 taking the seat that was previously occupied by Robert Lindsay. 

RECESS FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS:

None were received. 	

VILLAGE HALL & VILLAGE SHOP UPDATE:

A) Village Hall Update – Pauline Scott gave an update on the Village Hall Committee’s progress. The Committee has made the following progress over the last 12 months;
· Completion of the Full Internal Refurbishment Project. The VHMC has completed a comprehensive refurbishment of the entire internal space including: Main Hall -new ceiling, painting & decorating, refurbished floor. Bar-completely new bar area including new flooring, wine cooler, Burco boiler and bar sink. Kitchen – New flooring, ceiling & extractor fan also painted and decorated. New boiler for hot water. Foyer and new ceiling and painted and decorated. All toilet facilities -Complete refurbishment new cubicles & sanitary ware, new flooring, new heaters and painted, tiled and decorated throughout.
· Project Value Funding Sources - Village Hall reserves, Financial support from Elmsett & Aldham Parish Council.
· Key Contractors: AB Ceilings, Dan Cousins Builders, Bartons Electric, Commercial Flooring, Luke Deacon Plumbing.
· Benefits Delivered: Improved heating efficiency and reduced running costs, Better acoustics and a more comfortable environment, Modern, user friendly bar and kitchen facilities, Fully refurbished toilets, A more welcoming, professional, and flexible space for all users.
· The Committee currently have £58,000 in it’s reserves. 
· Future plans include solar panels to conserve energy. This involves work to the roof. Currently work is ongoing to ensure permission from the trustees is granted for planning. This is proving difficult as some of the previous trustees mentioned on the land registry deeds have passed away. 
· Improvements to the car park are still ongoing. 
· Widening of the carparks entrance has been suggested to improve traffic flow.
· Grants will be required to fund solar panels, car park improvements and changes to the road layout and this will be the Committee’s focus for the upcoming 12 months.

B) Village Hall Extension – The Village Hall Committee have discussed installing a single storey extension to accommodate toilets and an office. The next stage will be to ask an professional to draw up plans for the planning application. The toilets would replace the current porta-cabin saving £100 a month in hire costs. The office would be used by shop staff. Public using the field for sports activities could use the new toilets as a changing facility. This will hopefully increase the field’s use for sporting activities. Estimates are being sought from contractors and the funding for the extension will come from the Committee’s reserves and possibly grant funding for Community Sports infrastructure grants. The Council discussed the plans and how the toilets would be accessed.

C) Village Shop Update – Fran Williams updated the Council. The shop has now been up and running for 15 months. It now has a full time member of staff and several volunteers. The shop is looking at ways to increase volunteers to ensure Amy has cover and also an increase in salary. Due to the change of bus route, there has been a decrease in customers this month slightly. A customer survey is planned to ensure the correct products are being stocked. Regular fund raisers are also being planned for the summer. 


CORRESPONDENCE:
City Fibre – A letter has been received from City Fibre. Legal advise is being sought on how to reply to the letter. The Council has a legal responsibility to ensure the cable is placed correctly and not on a registered Village Green which is illegal. The Council AGREED they would approach the Parish’s new County Councillor for assistance. ACTION Alan will discuss the issue with the Parish’s legal representative and will involve James Cartilidge. De-registration of the Green is required for the new footpath to be installed. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE:

The Updated Neighbourhood plan is currently going through the final stages of completion of its review prior to being adopted, meanwhile it remains in force in its original format until it is signed off by Babergh DC
 

PLANNING:
The Council reviewed the following Planning application and made no objections.

DC/26/01404 Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/05418 - Conditions 3 (Surface Water Discharge) and 4 (Landscaping Scheme)|Plot 3 Land At Hadleigh Road Elmsett (in The Parish Of Aldham) IP7 6NF.
	 
FINANCE:

a) CIL – the Council received £32356.15 in CIL funding during 2025/26 and spent £22658. This leaves the Council with £100863.81 in CIL funding which requires earmarking. 

b) Reserves & Account Balances April 2026 – The Council has a total of £196,760 in reserves for 2025/26. The Council spent £38647.34 and received £47524.75 in income. 

c) Banking reconciliations & statements for May 2026.- The Council reviewed the bank statements and payments schedule for May 2026. The Council had spent £3367.23 since 1 April 2026 and received £5500 in Precept. The Council currently has £198,892.22 in it’s reservices. The following payments were authorised for payment in May.

d) 

	Recipient
	Description
	GROSS

	One Suffolk
	Domain name renewal for 12 months
	 £             27.50 

	Hitchcock Garden Maintenance
	Village Grass Cut
	 £           150.00 

	SALC 
	Annual membership
	 £           402.93 

	Total
	 
	 £           580.43 





PROPOSED MEETING DATES 2026/27:

The Council AGREED to move it’s meeting schedule from Tuesdays to Wednesday evenings on a 6 weekly cycle. The following dates were AGREED;

WEDS 24 June.
WEDS 22 July
WEDS 9 September
WEDS 21 October
WEDS 2 December
WEDS 13 January
WEDS 24 February
WEDS 7 April APM and PC meeting
WEDS 19 May AGC meeting


ALAN NEWMAN’S RESIGNATION AS ELMSETT PARISH COUNCILLOR:

Councillor Alan Newman officially resigned from Elmsett Parish Council. He thanked the Council for all of its support over the years. Alan has been a Councillor for 27 years and 16 years as Chair. He has seen the Parish through some challenging times and has produced a well-thought-out Neighbourhood Plan that will leave a positive long-lasting legacy for Elmsett. Alan has been a dedicated Chairman who will be missed. The Council wished him and Andrea all the very best for their future. 


	05.26.19
	DATES FOR NEXT MEETINGS: 

WED 24 June 7.30pm


Signed:-…………………………..	Dated:-..………………….
		Chairman

Meeting Closed at 8.45pm




	
	
	



