

	
	
	



Minutes of Elmsett Parish Council planning meeting held on Tuesday 28 October 2025 at the Elmsett Methodist Church.  


	11.25.00

	PRESENT:  Alan Newman in the Chair, Paul Firman, 
John Sones, Fiona Watt, Fran Williams, and Kathleen Peacock (clerk).  Leigh Jamieson BDC and Robert Lindsay SCC. Two members of the public were in attendance. 


	11.25.01
	APOLOGIES: Nick Bird sent his apologies. Andrew Woodgate was absent.


	11.25.02



11.25.03
	MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING: Draft Minutes of the Council meetings held on 14 September 2025 and 13 October 2025 were signed as an accurate record. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS: None were received. 


	11.25.04































































































































































































11.25.5



























11.25.6



11.25.7







11.25.8



	COUNCIL REPORTS FROM; A) COUNTY COUNCILLOR ROBERT LINDSAY;

Daily Hadleigh to Stowmarket Bus route
The county is readying to put a new daily bus route from Hadleigh to Stowmarket to tender. The route should allow students to catch the West Suffolk College bus at Stowmarket station and others to catch the first off peak train to London. Hadleigh Community Transport which operates existing routes (461 and 462) between those towns does not want to take on the contract. The officer I think is awaiting responses from parish councils on the route.  
Donkey sanctuary looking for new home
I heard that horse and donkey charity French’s Care Haven, which rescues unwanted animals and also offers mental health therapy for humans, is about to be evicted from the land it rents near Groton. On contacting founder Jann Turner, I learnt that it is seeking to purchase 20 acres of grazing land within a ten mile radius of Hadleigh. I said I would let my parish councils know in case they knew of anyone who might be interested in selling.  Jann’s contact details are on her website: 
https://www.frenchscarehaven.org.uk/
Devolution and the new Mayoral Authority for Norfolk and Suffolk
At Council on 2 October, Suffolk County Council voted to give the government their consent to create the Norfolk and Suffolk Combined Authority, which will be led by a mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk, to be directly elected by the public in May 2026.
The mayor will have powers across the two counties including economic development, transport, skills and employment, public safety and housing and strategic planning. In the first two years, before new unitary councils are created in 2028, the mayoral authority will have four other members, two each appointed by the Conservative controlled Suffolk and Norfok County councils.
So far, the candidates that have been announced are Caroline Topping (Green), who is currently the Leader of East Suffolk Council, and Tim Passmore (Conservative), who is currently the Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk. The role of the Police and Crime Commissioner will be undertaken by the mayor after they are elected. It is likely that Labour, Liberal Democrat and Reform UK candidates will be announced in the next few months, plus any independent candidates who decide to stand.

Budget Survey
The council has launched its annual budget survey where it asks Suffolk residents their opinions and priorities for how it should spend money in the 2026-2027 financial year. The consultation tries to provide some context on its financial position as well as asking for feedback which will be included in the budget-setting process. The first look at the new budget will be early January 2026, with councillors voting on the proposed budget in its February full council meeting. The consultation has been open since 14 October and will close on Tuesday 25 November, and can be accessed using this link: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/budget-council-tax-and-finance/the-budget-for-suffolk
One Suffolk or three Suffolk councils?
We had an interesting debate at an extraordinary county council meeting on whether to endorse the Conservative administration’s proposal for one unitary council. The endorsement was carried by the majority Conservative vote but all opposition councillors of all other parties (save Reform) voted against, believing that most residents (who will not get to vote on this) prefer smaller authorities. The argument that cost savings will be significant with One Suffolk model does not hold much water, even by their own estimates. Much of the Conservative’s One Suffolk case promotes reviewing parking and creating local neighbourhood committees and £40m for market towns. But this is not within the gift of the business plan, since it is will be up to whoever to the new unitary or unitaries to decide.
Local nature recovery strategy approved
On 9 September, the council’s Cabinet voted to approve the Local Nature Recovery Strategy, which was produced following a public consultation on the draft strategy between April and June this year.  Most of the area mapped out for Suffolk’s nature priorities is private farmland, and the strategy does not make improvement mandatory, but the officers who have produced the strategy will now work with landowners to support them and work to find investment for measures in the strategy. Landowners can use areas mapped in the strategy to produce ‘units’ of biodiversity for purchase by developers, as they will be required to meet the government’s new Biodiversity Net Gain requirements which state that all development should be increasing biodiversity by a minimum of 10%. The units of biodiversity do not need to be onsite or near the development.
The new strategy should also help Suffolk County Council to improve the land it owns in the county, and local planning authorities will have to take account of the strategy when development is considered. In the future, mayoral authorities like the one currently planned for Norfolk and Suffolk will be in charge of the Local Nature Recovery Strategy for their area.  
My personal feeling is that allowing developers to destroy habitat in one area and “purchase” supposedly replacement habitat from other areas is not a good way to get developers to work with nature. 
Predicted £20m needed from risk reserve to finance budget gap this year
After the second quarter of the financial year, the council is predicting that it will overspend by £20.4m by the end of the 2025/26 financial year, which it will balance by taking money from its Risk Reserve. 
Alongside this is a forecast that the council’s interest cost will increase to £4.9m to cover a surge in its “dedicated schools grant” debt. The soaring cost of education, particularly special needs education, is no longer being met by schools grant the council gets from Government. The Government has promised to review the level of the grant. But in the meantime, in common with many other education authorities across the country, the council now has to borrow to make up the shortfall. The schools grant debt is forecast to rise by £70m to a total of £168m by year end.  
Other cost pressures for the council include placements for children in care, care purchasing and mental health services in adult social care. 
Solar Together Scheme for 2025 
The Solar Together Suffolk scheme, which has so far installed 32,000 solar panels at 2,651 Suffolk households, is now open for registration for 2025.  The scheme also includes battery storage and EV charge points. The scheme requires householders to register online, and pre-approved solar PV suppliers then take part in a ‘reverse auction’ to bid for the work. After this, registered households will be emailed a personal recommendation which they can choose to accept or not. Telephone and email helpdesks are available to support residents in making an informed decision. The scheme is run by Suffolk’s councils in partnership with iChoosr, who have been working with UK councils on the Solar Together scheme since 2015. 
For more information and to register, visit https://solartogether.co.uk/suffolk/home 
B) DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LEIGH JAMIESON

Listed Building Window improvements

Babergh and Mid Suffolk have one of the highest numbers of listed properties in the country. Unfortunately owners of these historic properties often find it difficult to heat them due to their poor energy performance. Very often the single glazed windows are a significant factor in this and it leads to higher bills for owners and is costly for the environment. Historic England says retrofitting historic buildings will be fundamental to achieving net zero. 
Previously owners had to apply to the councils for Listed Building Consent to make upgrades. This could be time consuming and was not always successful. 
The Councils, working closely with Historic England, have now introduced a new Local Listed Building Consent Order – the first rural council in the country to achieve this.
It makes sensitive improvements quicker and easier:
· Secondary glazing on historic windows - Grade II listed buildings can now have secondary glazing installed on historic windows without needing consent from the council, subject to certain conditions.
· Replacement of windows in Grade II listed buildings – Where original windows have already been replaced after receiving listed building consent, they can be replaced again, subject to conditions.
· Replacement of an existing window in a modern extension to a listed building - Windows in Grade II listed buildings can be replaced, or have secondary glazing installed, if they have previously received listed building consent, subject to conditions.

District Wide Governance Review

At the last Babergh Full council meeting it was agreed that a community governance review will be undertaken to look at the following aspects of governance arrangements for existing parishes:
• to consider the names and styles of any existing parish council
• to consider the number of councillors to be elected to any existing parish 
council; and
• to consider any grouping arrangements.
The review, which has been requested by a number of parishes in the district, will not automatically mean there will be changes but it will examine whether there is a case for change. The CGR Working Group is not seeking a particular solution at this stage. It wishes to test views and assess what solutions are the right ones to pursue with each individual parish.

Council Call For Sites

In preparation for the Joint Local Plan review the council has begun a ‘Call for Sites’. The Call for Sites, which began on the 20th October runs until 5pm on 9 January 2026.
This invites submissions of land to be put forward for consideration to be included in Local Plans - for uses such as housing, employment, sports and leisure and community purpose although no site put forward will automatically see development take place.
Each suggested site will be considered by planning teams before it is decided whether it goes forward as a proposed Local Plan site allocation. Decisions about preferred allocations will be based on a range of evidence and assessment, as well as through public engagement.


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: The Chairman gave an update to the Council on the following topics; 

Parish Council Governance Review; The District Council has recommended a Governance Review of Parish Councils. The Chairman did not feel this would be a particularly useful exercise for Elmsett but felt it could be useful for Parishes that had difficulty meeting their Quorum.

Speed Indicator Signage; The Chairman recently met with PC Niall Johnson to discuss the proposed placement of speed indicator signage. Currently the signage is available at a discounted price of £4900 for two indicators. However, there are still a number of tasks that need to be completed before Suffolk County Council can authorise the plans. The next task will be to gain written agreement from residents living next to where the signs will be placed. The Chairman said that some residents are concerned about disturbance in the hours of darkness from the signs flashing. This project is currently being managed by the County’s Speed Awareness Working Group. Currently the group includes three Councillors including the Chairman. The Chairman suggested widening the working group’s membership to another Councillor. 

Elmsett Airfield liaison meeting; A public liaison meeting has been scheduled for 10 November. The Chairman attends for the Councils comments on the airfield’s current usage. Councillors Fiona Watts and Fran Willaims commented that the occasional misguided flight had been noticed over their fields. However generally no issues were noted.


RECESS FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS: The Chairman asked the members of the public in attendance if they had any questions. None were received.


CORRESPONDENCE: The Chairman reported that a written request had been received from a company called City Fibre concerning the installation of super-fast broad band fibre along a route within the Village Green. The plans include installing cable alongside the public footpath and requestd a way leave between the Old Rectory and Mannings. The Chairman has forwarded the request to the Council’s legal for advisor for guidance.  

PLANNING;

A) DC/25/04614 Full Planning Application - Proposal: Planning Application. Change of use of redundant agricultural building to workshop/store. Location: Manor Farm, Manor Road, Elmsett, IP7 6PN; The Council reviewed the application and noted that no mention of HGV and other traffic numbers, during the construction phase or after the development was completed was included. This was an important consideration as Manor Road is narrow. 

B) National Grid (Norwich to Tilbury) Development Consent Order (Application Reference: EN020027). Notice of Acceptance of an Application for a Development Consent Order by the Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of The Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero) under Section 56 of The Planning Act 2008 (the ‘2008 Act’). Regulation 8 of The Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (as amended) (the ‘2009 Regulations’) Regulation 16 of The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the ‘2017 Regulations’); The Council discussed this application and were in agreement with Babergh’s objections to the plans. 
 

	11.25.9
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	VILLAGE SHOP & VILLAGE HALL UPDATE: Councillor Fiona Watt informed the Council that the Shop had been trading well during the 2nd financial quarter and meeting its predicted sales budget. Progress had been made with the internal renovations, including the installation of a new vinyl floor and an ISO unit. Installation of the ISO unit was funded on an interest free loan; supplied by a local resident who wishes to remain anonymous. The loan will be repaid through upcoming fundraising events. 

The Village Hall renovations are ongoing. Fire doors are scheduled to be replaced and the ceiling in the foyer has been replaced. The foyer has been painted and cladded by volunteers and new hot water cylinders have been installed. The Village Hall is now looking a lot brighter and modern. The improvements to the Village Hall have resulted in a noticeable increase in bookings. Fiona thanked the Village Hall committee for their incredible commendable efforts so far with the project. 

Discussions on increasing parking spaces and renovating the Village Hall toilets are ongoing and may take approximately 12 months to be completed. Public consultation on increasing parking space numbers and grant funding applications for the toilet block will be the next steps for the committee. 


ANNUAL PLAY EQUIPMENT INSPECTION; ROSPA have recently carried out their annual inspection of the playground adjacent to the Village Shop. The inspection results show that the equipment is coming to the end of its life; with one of the baby swings being graded as unsafe. The swing was promptly removed by a member of the Village Hall Committee. A ROSPA registered engineer is a village resident and has agreed to quote for the repairs to the current equipment. A request has been made to ROSPA to move the inspection date to Spring/Summer which makes repairs easier to schedule. The Council proposed to move the inspection to the Village Hall Committee’s agenda so the Committee could take over the management of the inspection. 

	11.25.11




















11.25.12



	FINANCE – ACCOUNTS DUE:

The Council verified and approved the following invoices & costs. The Council has a total of £217808.50 in reserves. 


	Payee
	Details 
	Amount

	Rospa
	Invoice Play Inspection
	£120 (inc £20 VAT)

	Community Action Suffolk
	INV6948 – Domain subscription
	£66 (inc £11 VAT)

	Community Action Suffolk
	INV6786 – Website training
	£60 (inc £10 VAT)

	Village Hall 
	September Hire
	£30

	Places for People
	Invoice 543 for Consultancy services
	£234 (inc £39 VAT)

	Kathleen Peacock
	Salary costs
	£588.60


	HMRC
	P30 2nd Quarter costs
	£371




AOB; Suggestions for future agenda items were discussed and included; 

· Whatfield Road Footway- an extended item on the agenda was suggested to move the project along.
	




	11.25.13







	DATES FOR NEXT MEETINGS: TUESDAY 9 December at the Methodist Church Hall. 

The meeting closed at 20.45

Signed:-…………………………..	Dated:-..………………….
		Chairman





	
	
	



